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considered a mere stranger, and that is why the country
as a whole is often exposed to disasters/'
To raise sufficient taxes, to obtain the necessary
financial support for the army, to enlist soldiers, Maria
Theresa was obliged to go before the assemblies of her
three Kingdoms every year. The various subsidies to
the Crown were granted for only twelve months, and
apart from this, the contributions levied from her
various domains were not fairly distributed, or based
on any fixed arrangement. Hungary's population was
larger than Bohemia's, Hungary was the wealthier of
the two countries, but the Hungarians paid only a third
as much annually to the Crown as Bohemia. Even
later, when Maria Theresa had successfully introduced
various reforms, the Magyar nobles remained stubborn ;
they could not see why they should raise troops for the
defence of other parts of the empire, or why they should
pay higher taxes than those to which they had been
accustomed. As far as Hungary was concerned, the
Empress was forced to accept a compromise.
As soon as Maria Theresa had recovered from the
birth of another child after the Peace of Aix—a daughter
who died in infancy—she set about the tremendous task
of reorganising the administration of her country. All
of her reforms were to be based on a centralisation of
authority in the Crown, that is to say, in herself. The
relics of the Feudal System were to be abolished in
Austria, and a " benevolent despotism/' as she called
it, was henceforth to govern her country.
No historian can deny that her methods were often
more despotic than benevolent, and only romanticists
avow that her interest in reform was prompted chiefly
by a desire to make her subjects happier. On the
contrary, her point of view was like that of a modern

